4000 years of food history at Dharih (Tafileh, Jordan)
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Abstract

Khirbet edh-Dahrih is located 80 km north of Petra on the ”"Kings highwaty”. The
remains of this mainly Nabataean and Roman site extend on a natural terrace overlooking
Wadi Laaban. The sanctuary, major element of the site, was built at the beginning of the
second century AD, at the time of Roman annexation. Excavations conducted by a French-
Jordanian team evidenced major changes of the site from Roman times to Late Byzantine
then Islamic times (e.g. transformation of the temple into a church, then a storage area and
stable), but they also documented the presence of a village on a ridge, whose occupations date
back to the Bronze Age and last till mid-4th century AD. About 22,000 bones (mammals,
birds, fish, etc.) found in the various buildings (e.g. cistern, domestic context, triclinia, oil
mill, bath) of the site and at all times will allow us to tell more than 4000 years of food
stories.
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