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Abstract

This paper presents the results of the zooarchaeological studies conducted on the more
than 5,500 specimens analyzed from the Late Roman and Byzantine Phases (4th-13thcenturies
CE) of Çadir Höyük, central Turkey. The faunal material comes from the mound summit
and an off-mound habitation area known as the North Terrace. These new data from Çadir’s
North Terrace define a distinctive rural central Anatolian Byzantine animal economy char-
acterized by mixed use of livestock species, differing considerably from both the Byzantine
faunal assemblages from the southern Levant, where caprines are dominant and pigs poorly
represented, and from the Byzantine remains at Sagalassos in SW Turkey where cattle dom-
inate (Perry-Gal et al.2015; Vionis et al.2010). Summit contexts at Çadir Höyük reveal the
remains of discrete eating events, as well as a unique assemblage: a discrete in situ deposit
representing the catastrophic kill-off of a large number of animals associated with the aban-
donment of the Byzantine settlement in the eleventh century CE. Together, faunal data from
the North Terrace and Summit contexts, provide a unique window into the use of animals
in the Byzantine period in rural central Anatolia.
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