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Abstract

Excavations in the archaeological site of Magdala have uncovered neighborhoods, shops,
and an anchorage of the Early Roman town. It has long been accepted that the town’s
economy was based on trade in fish caught in the Sea of Galilee, which led to interpretation
of a unique type of building plan in the site as a fish-salting facility. Analysis of the faunal
remains, however, suggests that the industry in Roman Magdala is related to cloth-dying.
This new of interpretation is supported by soil chemical analysis and by historical sources.
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